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        Political Science & International Relations 

     Crash Course & Test Series - 2022 

Test 04 

Time Allowed: 3 Hours   Max Marks: 250 
 
There are EIGHT questions divided in TWO SECTIONS and 
candidate has to attempt five questions in all. 
 
Question Nos.1 and 5 are compulsory and out of the remaining, 
any three are to be attempted choosing at least ONE question 
from each section.  

 
SECTION A 

Q. 1 Answer the following in about 150 words each: 

a) Discuss the philosophical foundations of India’s foreign policy.  
b) Identify the reasons behind the low volumes of trade in SAARC region 
c) Highlight India’s response to the geo-political construct of Indo Pacific. 
d) Discuss the relevance of Lateral entry in the Indian Foreign Services. 
e) Discuss the role of the chief of Defence Staff in India’s foreign policy. 

 

Q 2 

a) Distinguish between the concept of Non-alignment and strategic autonomy. Explain with 
the help of at least two examples as to how India has exercised its strategic autonomy in 
recent times.  

b) What are the possible implications of Ukraine crisis for India Russia relations?  
c) India-China ties are caught in cross-currents of border tensions and rising trade. 

Discuss. 

 

Q 3 

a) How do you interpret the platform of Quad? Do you think that India is the weakest pillar 
in the Quad? Give arguments to support your point of view. 

b) Discuss the current state of India-Japan relations. In what way economy forms the pillar 
of the relationship? 
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c) To what extent India-US global strategic partnership is based on shared democratic 
values and increasing convergence of interest? Discuss. 

 

Q 4 

a) Discuss the impact of Russia-Ukraine war on India’s Act East Policy. Do you think India 
runs the risk of being side lined in an increasingly polarized Indo-pacific regional 
architecture?  

b) Do you think that India’s long running dispute with Pakistan has soured any attempt to 
foster regionalism in Asia?  

c) For a country like India, multi-lateral trading system embodied by WTO provides 
security and predictability, however, India has had a chequered relationship with WTO. 
Comment. 

 

SECTION B 

Q 5 Discuss the following in about 150 words each: 

a) Future of Indus water treaty. 
b) Cross-border terrorism as an obstacle to the integration of South Asia. 
c) India’s quest in Latin America. 
d) India’s role in UN Peace Keeping. 
e) Ideological convergences in India-Israel relations. 

 

Q 6 

a) Explore the Geo-political dimension, economic ties and trans-national linkages between 
India and West Asia. 

b) Do you think India’s No-First Use policy is mere symbolism? To what extent, India needs 
the revision of its doctrine so that it gains substance? 

c) How do you define the world order? What is India’s perspective of the post-cold war 
world order?  

Q 7 

a) India and Africa’s historical links have experienced a revival in recent years, and there 
are strong reasons for optimism that the partnership could be mutually beneficial. 
Comment. 

b) Enumerate India’s contributions and achievements at UN in recent years. To what extent 
India’s engagement with UN can be considered as strategic in nature? 

c) India’s developmental role in Afghanistan has been globally acknowledged. However, 
since the change of guards, India is in search of new roles in Afghanistan. Discuss 
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 Q 8 

a) India and the Central Asian countries have been rapidly consolidating strategic 
engagement in addressing the emerging challenges. Discuss.  

b) Given the regional complexities as well as India’s own concerns, a more nuanced 
approach is needed for Myanmar. Comment. 

c) Over 60 years of friendship, both India and the EU have maintained robust strategic 
relation; however, in some critical areas, there is still room for enhanced cooperation. 
Comment. 

 

 

For any issue related to PSIR Test Series, write only at 
psirtestseries@shubhraranjan.com  



 
  

 
 

Tips for Writing Good Answers: - 

1. Read the question carefully and at least 3-4 times. 

2. Note down concepts, facts, examples, keywords related to the 

question. 

3. Draw a rough outline of the flow. 

4. Pay adequate attention to the introduction and conclusion. 

5. Introduction must offer your brief interpretation of the question 

and how you propose to develop it. 

6. Conclusion must summarize your response to the question. 

7. Make sure answer is 

a. Logical and coherent 

b. Clear connection between sentences and paragraphs. 

c. Written correctly giving adequate compatibility to your 

expression, style and presentation 

d. Do not exceed the word limit 

e. Write neatly 

f. Underline points you wish to emphasize. 


